CONFIDENTIAL 



MEMORANDUM 

July 21, 1981 


SUBJECT: Request for Tobacco Flavor Additive Disclosure 

by the Surgeon General and HHS _ 


Lorillard: is of the view that the Tobacco Industry will 
ultimately be required to provide information to the Government 
on additives that are used in' conjunction with commercial 
cigarettes. We are also of the view that we must offer an 
alternative to simply handing dver ingredient lists to the 
government. Our suggestion is as follows: 

(1) We establish a review committee of independent 
scientists chosen as experts in the field of 
assessing appropriateness for use of food addi¬ 
tives, flavors, and/or extracts of natural sub¬ 
stances. This committee would be paid: by the 
Industry for its work and serve as a formal 
interface between-the Industry and HHS regarding 
non-experimental evaluation procedures and ques¬ 
tions on the use and/or toxicological assessment 
of any compound about which HHS may have ques¬ 
tions. 

(a) This committee would evaluate materials in 
use based upon information available to them 

in the scientific literature and/or information 
made available to them by the individual com¬ 
panies . 

(b) They would not engage in, nor sponsor, labora¬ 
tory research. 

(c) They would be expected to develop their own 
guidelines for assessing the suitability for use 
of tobacco additives. 

(2) If in the future, experimental work is thought 
to be desirable, by both the Industry and HHS, 
that a body consisting of government. Industry, 
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and independent scientists (some from the 
above-mentioned committee) would then be 
formed for such purposes. This group might 
be constituted or chartered in much the same 
way as was the former Tobacco Working Group. 

They would constitute the research program 
advisory group for any activity that might 
evolve in the future regarding toxicological 
evaluation of tobacco additives. 

(3) We are not yet proposing a method of day-to- 
day administration or funding for the program 
contemplated under Iteim 2 at this time. We 
would, however, anticipate that any costs 
would be borne by the Industry. 

\ 

These proposals are not without precedent. A close 
parallel exists between the FDA on the Government side, 
and the Food and Extract Manufacturers Association (FEMA) 
on the other hand. 

We feel strongly that such a program is better than simply 
providing a Government agency with proprietary information, 
particularly when the Governmental agency has taken a somewhat 
adversary position to the Tobacco Industry. 

We further feel that the organization of the committee of 
independent scientists would require some time and, that it 
offers an opportunity to exclude from the deliberations persons 
whose prior activities would indicate them to be clearly 
adversary or biased. 

Lastly, the proposal provides more of a measure of control 
over proprietary information, premature release of statements, 
and related problems, than would be the case if the information 
were simply turned over to the HHS. 
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